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Book series teaches children
about environmental awareness

1, (I Michela Cempaka Denpasar, Ball

A trilingual environmental series called Clean Bali will be introduced
soon to schools throughout the island. The series is the brainchild of
Michael Rock and architect Margaretha Widiyanto, who came up with

the concepl during a project in Amed, East Ball.

There, they saw how filthy
iz baaches were and disco-
verad an emply plot that was
beng used as a plastic
dump. This gol them thinking
about how they could raise
people's awaranass about
Ihe comect way of dsposing
plastic

Michasal talked to Margi-
yono, who also was on the
Amed project, aboul creating
an emdronmental logo with
- which children could identity,
- and would immédialely relate
" 1o cleaning up Ihe beach. So
Ity Margiyono created thres

.. we need fo make it clear
to the children about
respecting the environment
they live in...

amimal characters: a turlle, a
’ dolphin and a seagull.

- “The illustrations wene S0
beautiful thal we decided 1o
taka them to Maggie Dunkle,
who is 8 well-known Austra-
lian children's wiitar, (o sea i
shie could come up with a

slory,” said Margaretha,

Maggie was inspired by
the drawings and camda Up
with & story that teachas
children why it i harmiul 1o
throw away plasiic on the
beach, Margarstha trans-
lated the story into Bahasa
Indonesia and sant it to
Margiyvono, who sent back
the completed ilustrations so
they could tumn Panyu dan
Lumba-iumba (Turtle and
Dalphin into a book.

Bapak Made Taro, whao is
vary active in leaching
children about the ehvinon:
ment al schools throughout
Bal, provided the Balinese-
language transiation,

Two other books have
been plannad for the Claan
Bali saries. Book Two will
feature the seagull from Book
One as she fies cut 1o the
rivier and meels a kinglishar
Together, the feathered
friends discover trash float-
ing down the river and into
the ocean. In Book Threa,
the stary continues with the
ansmals inding trash in rice
fialds and on mountains.

"Wa wanl to educale

pecple in other areas that
yiou can't treal plastic in the
SAME Wiy as you would ba-
nana or palm leaves. Cur
goal is 1o Infroduce the con-
cept of the pamulung = The
junk man’' who goes around
on a molorbike or bicycle
wilh two giant bags and
picks up plastic boltles and
cardboard boxes, and brings
tham o the recycling canter
whare he receives monay for
them, " sald Margaretha.

Historically, many villagars
in Indaonesia hated the “junk
man”, becauss ha came onto
thair property and took things
he thought wera junk without
asking. Peopla bacame vary
angry. becausa they fell he
Invaded thadr privacy.

“We wanl to support the
pemulung, because this
systom is actually, helping
us,” said Margaretha

The Clean Bal senes has
already met with a great deal
ol support. The Jakarta-
based Metropofitan Ratail
Mart has haipad with funding
in association with Yayasan

Bary, an

organizaton for children,
aducafion and wellbaing
They also will halp wilh
distribution 1o-schools \
throughout Indonesia. In Bal,
the books will be printed.in
three languages, bul in the
rest of Indonesia the books
wall ber in Bahasa Indonasia B Ay |
and English only - with plans IS
to include the regional
language or dialect. -

So far, Margaretha and her
team have beaén able fo
collect enough funds to dis-
tribute 3,000 books for froe
10 primary schodols through:
oul Bali, concentrating on
coastal araas. By the ond of .
the series, their goal is to
cover 300-500 schools

“Wa feel that we need fo
make it claar 1o the children
about respacting the anvi-
ronment they live n," said

_ Margarotha

By educating the chidren,
thery im turn will sproad thedr
knowdedpe and eventually
affect a shift in consciows-
ness throughoul the country
about the benefits of canng
for gur environment.
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